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Some GRBs are known to be very X-ray rich (e.g. Feroci et al. 2001). It is conceivable that explosions
which give rise to some GRBs can also give rise to mostly X-ray or even mostly optical events, depending
on the environment. There may be other types of explosions, not related to anything we know so far, and
only new observations may discover them. In addition to gamma-ray and X-ray searches from space, there
is a prospect of monitoring TeV sky with Milagro (http://www.lanl.gov/milagro/) and the radio sky with
Lofar (http://www.astron.nl/lofar/). However, the lowest cost hardware can be developed in the optical
domain (Nemiro & Rafert 2000, Paczynski 2000, 2001, Pojmanski 2000). The main bottleneck appears to
be software.
The purpose of this note is to point out that there are theoretical reasons to expect strong optical
ashes to precede the main part of some gamma-ray bursts (Meszaros et al. 2001, Beloborodov 2001, Kumar
& Panaitescu 2001). Only somewhat more speculative are strong optical ashes with gamma-ray emission
strongly suppressed. The only way to learn about such phenomena is by developing a wide angle, or all
sky optical monitoring system with multi { pixel CCD detectors,  1 minute time resolution, real time
data processing with instant recognition of a rapid variability, the on line verication of the event with a
larger robotic instrument, preferably with at least some spectral capability. Several groups or individuals are
developing such system, or at least they are trying (Pojmanski 2001, Vestrand 2001). In subsequent steps
the time resolution may be reduced to  1 second, and later to below 1 second.
While optical ashes related to powerful explosions at large redshift may or may not be readily detected,
the enigmatic ares from ordinary stars may be veried (Schafer 1989, Schafer et al. 2000), and enormous
diversity of ordinary and not so ordinary variable stars will be discovered and monitored (Paczynski 2000,
2001). We should not underestimate the scientic importance of a long term monitoring of such mundane
objects like stars, quasars, and asteroids, as well as a generation of large, well dened samples of variables
of all kinds. The most challenging aspect of the task will be the development of a robust software.
This paper is posted on astro-ph only, and it will not be submitted to any paper journal. The author
welcomes all critical comments by the readers, in particular about missing references. It is a pleasure to
acknowledge stimulating discussions with Pawan Kumar and Alin Panaitescu. This project was not supported
by any grant.
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